
Jenni Hodgson Personal Statement

I believe in nature and the natural world. I am passionate about conservation, wildlife 
and plants. Seemingly contradictorily I love living in inner East London and love 
walking in the city and engaging with urban culture.  
 
I believe in gesture, expression, abstraction and “the struggle” in painting. I have an 
affinity for the history of abstract painting and in the search of the abstract 
expressionists for something new and honest, particularly De Kooning, Lee Krasner 
and Franz Kline in their search for the “essence of something” and their gestural 
touch.  

I am interested in the process and chemistry of creating a painting. Intuition, instinct 
and spontaneity.  I believe that a successful painting is one which surprises me and 
which has an ambiguity.  I strive for a balance between something recognisable and 
abstract. I believe in contradictions and allowing the audience to consider those.  

Increasing I believe in and am drawn to the work of contemporary women painters, 
particularly as Katy Moran, Phoebe Unwin, Charlene von Heyl and Amy Silman. I 
think there is an unconscious recognition and of what they are exploring.  I believe in 
“beauty” and that there is an authentic aesthetic that good painters find. 

Press release:

From a Here to a There
This exhibition of recent paintings by Jenni Hodgson takes us on a colourful visual 
and psychological journey. The map is not just the use of paint but also the ambiguity 
of the image. The viewer is invited to wander through the exotic and often unsettling 
places that she creates. These places are not based on photographs but from 
associations and sensations of being in a place. They combine experiences from her 
formative years spent in rural East London in South Africa. She holds a vivid 
memory of the brilliant light, jewelled natural landscape and the vibrant palette of 
African art and life. This is juxtaposed with her later years spent in East London, 
UK where she absorbed the monotone and controlled colours of a European 
environment and the urban culture of the East End.   
Jenni makes paintings that do not conform to one particular style, method, medium 
or scale. Her work displays an unusual curiosity and energy engaged in pushing 
the possibilities of painting. This results in exciting risk-taking; her paintings thrive 
on differences, making it possible for her to create and deal with a visual language 
that ranges from the unsettling to the beautiful; from a large spectacle to something 
quietly intimate. 
There is an underlying interest in ecology and a desire to provoke questions about 
the impacts on the natural world and dichotomies of place. Themes of landscape, 
landmarks, edgelands, somewhere, nowhere, anywhere emerge and expand.



Jennifer Hodgson: Personal Statement 
I am interested in creating ambiguous painterly spaces that convey a sense of place 
as experienced in memory. These understandings become transferrable as 
“knowing” linking environmental concerns with personal experiences of space, place 
and time.  The works are mainly rooted in the rural landscape near to my childhood 
home East London, South Africa in counter-balance to my now urban East London, 
UK life.  
The paintings evolve through processes of informed improvisation, engaging with 
spontaneity and reaction and regularly drawing on the canvas. They pull together 
inchoate shapes and ambiguous forms to offer a presence to a seemingly unknown. 

    
Aldgate Aloe - Oil on Canvas 100 x 150cm  Smiler - Oil on Board 40 x 
40cm 

  
You can call it Under- Oil on Canvas 100 x 150cm 


